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P243 ‘Museum of Practical Geology’ 
RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number:  GB1741/P243 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: ‘Museum of Practical Geology’ 

Dates of creation: 1858 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 1 paper 

Format: Paper 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators:  

Administrative history: The Geological Museum (originally The 
Museum of Practical Geology, started in 
1835) is one of the oldest single science 
museums in the world and now part of 
the Natural History Museum in London. It 
transferred from Jermyn Street to 
Exhibition Road, South Kensington in 
1935 in a building designed by Sir 
Richard Allison and John Hatton 
Markham of the Office of Works. 
The Museum of Practical Geology was 
established in 1837 at a building in 
Craig's Court, Whitehall, at the 
suggestion of Henry De la Beche first 
Director General of the Geological 
Survey. Larger premises soon became 
necessary, and a design for a new 
building was commissioned from James 
Pennethorne. This, built on a long narrow 
site with frontages in Piccadilly and 
Jermyn Street, housed, as well as 
galleries, a library, lecture theatre, and 
offices and laboratories for the Survey. It 
was constructed between 1845 and 
1849, and was finally opened, by Prince 
Albert, in May 1851. 

Custodial history:  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Printed newspaper article on the 
‘Museum of Practical Geology’ 
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Appraisal:  

Accruals:  

RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:   

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Related material:  

Publication:  

Notes:   

Date of catalogue:  November  2011 
 
 
Ref. Description Dates 

P243/1 Printed newspaper article entitled ‘Museum of 
Practical Geology’ [1 paper] 

29 May 1858 

 


