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RECORDS’ IDENTITY STATEMENT 

Reference number: P481 

Alternative reference number:  

Title: BBC Local Heroes 13.01.1997 

Dates of creation: 13 January 1997 

Level of description: Fonds 

Extent: 1 video tape 

Format:  Video tape 

RECORDS’ CONTEXT 

Name of creators: BBC Local Heroes 

Administrative history:  

Custodial history:  

RECORDS’ CONTENT 

Description:  Alexander Bain (12 October 1810 - 2 
January 1877) was a Scottish inventor 
and engineer who was first to invent and 
patent the electric clock. He installed the 
railway telegraph lines between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

Bain was born in Watten, Caithness, 
Scotland. His father was a crofter. He 
had a twin sister, Margaret, and, in total, 
he had six sisters and six brothers. Bain 
did not excel in school and was 
apprenticed to a clockmaker in Wick. 

Having learned the art of clockmaking, he 
went to Edinburgh, and in 1837 to 
London, where he obtained work as a 
journeyman in Clerkenwell. Bain 
frequented the lectures at the Polytechnic 
Institution and the Adelaide Gallery and 
later constructed his own workshop in 
Hanover Street. 

Appraisal:  

Accruals:  
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RECORDS’ CONDITION OF ACCESS AND USE 

Access: Open 

Closed until:  

Access conditions:  Available within the Archive searchroom 

Copying: Copying permitted within standard 
Copyright Act parameters 

Finding aids: Available in Archive searchroom 

ALLIED MATERIALS 

Related material:  

Publication:  

Notes:   

Date of catalogue:   

 
 

Ref. Description Dates 

P481 
BBC Local Heroes - Adam Hart Davies finds out 
about Caithness inventor Alexander Bain [1 video 
tape] 

13.01.1997 

 


